Cell Phone Use While Driving — Laws

by State
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Insurance. It’s a Good Thing.

Young Driver All Cell

Bus Driver All Cell

Preemption Laws®

State Hand-Held Ban? Phone Ban? Phone Ban? Text Messaging Ban? in the State?

Alabama No Drivers <18 who have had No Drivers <18 who have No
license <6 months had license <6 months
Alaska No No No Yes No
Arizona No No Yes No No
Arkansas Drivers <20 Drivers <18 Yes Yes No
California Yes Drivers <18 Yes Yes No
Colorado No Drivers <18 No Yes No
Connecticut Yes Dr|\{ers with I_earners Yes Yes No
permits and drivers <18
Drivers with learner’s
Delaware Yes permits or intermediate Yes Yes No
licenses
District _of Yes Drivers W|th_learner S Yes Yes No
Columbia permits
Florida No No No No Yes
Georgia No Drivers <18 Yes Yes No
Hawaii No? See footnote See footnote See footnote No
Idaho No No No No No
Illinois Drivers in construction Drivers <19 Yes Yes No
or school zones
Indiana No Drivers <18 No Yes No
Drivers with learner’s

Iowa No permits or intermediate No Yes No

licenses

! Several states have preemption laws that prohibit local jurisdictions from enacting cell phone restrictions. In other states, local governments are allowed to ban
the use of cell phones or texting while driving. Many states also treat the use of cell phones as a driving distraction violation that can be prosecuted.
2 Hawaii has no state law regulating cell phone use; however, all of its counties have enacted distracted driving ordinances.
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Drivers with learner’s
Kansas No permits or intermediate No Yes No
licenses
Kentucky No Drivers <18 Yes Yes Yes
Drivers with learner’s
. permits or intermediate Drivers with a license <1
Louisiana . Yes Yes Yes
licenses, regardless of year
age
Maine No Drivers <18 No Yes No
Drivers with learner’s No
Maryland Yes permits or provisional (Hand-held ban still Yes No
licenses; drivers <18 in effect)
Massachusetts No Drivers <18 Yes Yes No
Drivers <20 whose cell
Michigan No phone use contributed to a No Yes No
crash or ticket
Drivers <18 with a
Minnesota No learner’s or provisional Yes Yes No
license
Drivers with learner’s
Mississippi No No Yes permits or intermediate Yes
licenses
Missouri No No No Drivers <21 No
Montana No No No No No
Drivers with learner’s
Nebraska No permits or intermediate No Yes No
licenses; drivers under <18
Nevada Yes, starting 1/1/2012 No No Yes Yes
New Hampshire No No No Yes No
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Drivers with learner’s

New Jersey Yes permits or intermediate Yes Yes No
licenses
. Yes, in state-owned Drivers with a learners or Drlve_rs W.'th Iearngr S
New Mexico - . - No permit or intermediate No
vehicles provisional license .
licenses
New York Yes No No Yes No
North Carolina No Drivers <18 Yes Yes No
Drivers <18, effective
North Dakota No 1/1/2012 No Yes No
Ohio No No No No No
Drivers with learner’s Drivers with learner’s
Oklahoma permits or intermediate No Yes permits or intermediate Yes
licenses; licenses; bus drivers
Oregon Yes Drivers <18 No Yes No
Pennsylvania No No No Yes, starting 2/9/2012 No
Rhode Island No Drivers <18 Yes Yes No
South Carolina No No No No No
South Dakota No No No No No
Drivers with learner’s
Tennessee No permits or intermediate Yes Yes No
licenses
Drivers within their first
Drivers within their first 12 When at least one 12 months of holding an
Texas Drivers in school zones months of holding an assenaer is <18 intermediate license; No
intermediate license P 9 Bus drivers when a least
one passenger is <18
Utah Yes No No Yes No
Vermont No Drivers <18 No Yes No
Virginia No Drivers <18 Yes Yes No

Truck Writers, Inc - 8970 West 35W Service Drive NE, Blaine, MN 55449 - (800)634-8612 - www.truckwriters.com




,:— ﬁ.\,
&7 Truck Writers

Insurance. It’s a Good Thing.

Drivers with learner’s
Washington Yes permits or intermediate No Yes No
licenses
Drivers under <18 with Drivers under <18 with
West Virginia No learner’s permits or No learner’s permits or No
intermediate licenses intermediate licenses
Wisconsin No No No Yes No
Wyoming No No No Yes No
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Sources: cellular-news.com; Governors Highway Safety Association. Legislation is continually changing. Therefore, this information is not intended to be
exhaustive nor should any discussion or opinions be construed as legal advice. Readers should contact appropriate legal counsel for advice.
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